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Introduction 

Tesla Inc. (formerly Tesla Motors) designs and manufactures fully electric vehicles 
(EVs) and battery-based energy storage systems. More recently it has forayed 
into solar energy generation and storage products. Tesla was incorporated in 
2003. The company and its charismatic founder and CEO, Elon Musk, are never 
too far away from the business headlines. 

[1] 

Most recently, Tesla surpassed incumbents like Ford and General Motors in 
market capitalization, briefly capturing the #1 slot as the most valuable auto 
company. Its stock value has since decreased, dropping it to #2 behind GM. 

[2]
 

In 2014, Elon Musk announced that Tesla would not initiate lawsuits against 
other EV manufacturers, if they chose to utilize its technology. Earlier in 2006 
Tesla captured the public’s imagination by introducing the Roadster - a plug-in 
electric sports car, powered by Li-ion batteries, with a range of over 200 miles 
per charge and an acceleration of 0-60 miles per hour in under 4 seconds. This 
spurred the large automakers to reboot their EV programs. 

[1]
 

Currently, the large automakers are hedging their bets between plug-in EVs and 
electric or fuel cell hybrids. In contrast, Tesla’s focus is on plug-in EVs alone, with 
an emphasis on a range of technologies related to batteries and charging. Despite 
a smaller portfolio in comparison to the larger players, Tesla has significant IP 
related to battery technology (Li-ion), and charging (fast charging). 

[3]
 

 
The results reported here are after grouping Tesla’s published patent documents 
by patent equivalents. Such a grouping typically gives one document per unique 
invention or design. 
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https://in.reuters.com/finance/stocks/overview/TSLA.OQ
http://ir.tesla.com/static-files/aa24aa71-7015-49fd-b11a-99a4e56d2be2
https://relecura.com/reports/Tesla_EV.pdf
https://relecura.com/reports/Tesla_EV.pdf
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Assignee Number of documents 

FORD 51 

BOSCH 48 

GM 43 

TOYOTA 39 

SAMSUNG 34 

ATIEVA INC 31 

BMW 25 

AUDI 24 
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Disclaimer 

This document is provided for information purposes only and the contents hereof are subject to change 
without notice. This document, including the information and analysis and any opinion or recommendation, is 
neither legal advice nor intended for investment purposes. This document is not warranted to be error-free, 
nor subject to any other warranties or conditions, whether expressed orally or implied in law, including implied 
warranties and conditions of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. Relecura Inc. specifically 
disclaims any liability with respect to this document and no contractual obligations are formed either directly 
or indirectly by this document. 
 

About Relecura 
 
Relecura is an analytics platform that uses machine learning, semantic analysis, and predictive analytics to 
process patents and IP portfolios. Relecura offers custom enterprise solutions and platforms to corporations, 
law firms, IP services firms, R&D organizations and academic institutions. For more details visit 
www.relecura.com or write to info@relecura.com. 

http://www.relecura.com/
mailto:info@relecura.com

