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Introduction 

Spotify is a streaming service that gives access to music, podcasts, and video 
content from artists across the world. Music can be browsed or searched by 
artist, album, genre or curated playlists. Playlists can be created, edited, and 
shared with other users. Songs can also be shared on social media. 
 
Launched in 2008 and based in Sweden, Spotify is a leader in the digital music 
space with more than 140 million active users and 70 million paying 
subscribers. Over 30 million songs have been made available in Spotify. It 
can be accessed across a range of devices, including computers, phones, 
tablets, speakers, TVs, and in cars.[1] 
 
The basic, ad-supported service of Spotify is available for free. The company 
makes its revenues by selling premium streaming subscriptions to users and 
advertising placements to third parties. Artists are paid royalties based on 
the number of streams as a proportion of total songs streamed on the 
service. They distribute approximately 70% of the total revenue to rights 
holders, who then pay artists based on their individual agreements. Spotify 
is currently available in most of Europe, most of the Americas, Australia, New 
Zealand, and parts of Asia.[1] 
 
There have been news stories reporting that Spotify will be directly listing on 
the NYSE this spring. After a recent minority stake swap done with Tencent, 
Spotify’s current valuation is estimated to be approximately US$ 19 billion.[2] 
This report takes a closer look at Spotify’s patent assets. It includes a 
portfolio taxonomy and provides insights into various aspects of the overall 
portfolio. 
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Acquired from Number of 
applications 

Technologies 

ECHO NEST 
CORPORATION 

14 digital data processing (13), data 
processing systems (5), greentech - 
others (3), computer systems (using 
computational models) (2), 
electrophonic musical instruments (2) 

SOUNDWAVE ANALYTICS 
LIMITED 

6 digital data processing (6), wireless 
communication networks (3), data 
processing systems (2), data 
transmission (2), data presentation (1) 
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Assignee Number of 
documents 

GOOGLE 23 

SONOS INC 14 

APPLE 12 

ECHO NEST CORPORATION 11 

IBM 10 

IHEARTMEDIA MAN SERVICES INC 9 

CLEAR CHANNEL COMMUNICATIONS INC 8 

FACEBOOK 8 

MICROSOFT 8 
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Disclaimer 

This document is provided for information purposes only and the contents hereof are subject to change without 
notice. This document, including the information and analysis and any opinion or recommendation, is neither 
legal advice nor intended for investment purposes. This document is not warranted to be error-free, nor subject 
to any other warranties or conditions, whether expressed orally or implied in law, including implied warranties 
and conditions of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. Relecura Inc. specifically disclaims any 
liability with respect to this document and no contractual obligations are formed either directly or indirectly by 
this document. 
 

About Relecura 
 
Relecura is a full-stack cognitive cloud platform that provides custom intelligence and reports on patent 
portfolios, technologies and companies. It does this by capturing and organizing the knowledge from various 
document repositories (patents, scientific literature) and subject matter experts in a flexible and collaborative 
manner, into a knowledge-base. 
 
Relecura offers IP analytics tools and a custom enterprise platform to corporations, law firms, IP services firms, 
R&D organizations and academic institutions. The enterprise platform integrates the discovery and analysis of 
public documents with internal company documents. Relecura also has an API to help create custom tools for IP 
and business intelligence. 

Click here 
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